On page 2, amend the paragraph beginning on line 7 as follows: 


The invention relates to an endoscopic sample taker for in particular cartilage 


material. 


After line 9, insert the following heading beginning a new line: 
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2^ Description of the Related Art . 
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Amend the paragraph beginning on line 11 as follows: 

Such a sample taker is described in the German utility model 1 855 179. It 


consists of a hollow shank with an actuation rod axially adjustable therein, of a scoop pivotably 
arranged at the distal end of the hollow shank and of a scissor-like handle arranged at the 
proximal end of the hollow shank. This handle comprises a stationary grip part which is rigidly 
fastened on the hollow shank, and a movable grip part which is pivotably connected to the 
unmovable grip part and engages the proximal end of the actuation rod. By actuating the 
movable grip part the scoop by way of the actuation rod is pivoted with respect to the hollow 
shank so that by way of pivoting forward and back the scoop, cartilage tissue, in particular of 
human joints, may be released by way of abrading. The abraded cartilage particles are 
removed from the body by rinsing out and are complicated and difficult to extract from the 
rinsing fluid in order to cultivate new and reimplantable cartilage mass from this. Furthermore 
it has proven to be advantageous to remove the desired cartilage particles with the scoop alone 
from the joint or from another diseased cartilage region of a patient because the abraded 
cartilage particles on withdrawing the sample taker from the body cavity concerned are again 
to a great extent lost. A further disadvantage of this known sample taker lies in the fact that the 


scoop for the abrading procedure must be set considerably transversely and thus on account of 
its construction and for carrying out its function it requires considerable space in the body 
cavity of the joint or likewise. 


On page 3, amend the paragraph beginning on line 15 as follows: 


The object of the invention lies in improving an endoscopic sample taker for 
cartilage material which with a low distal space requirement ensures a secure and quick 
removal of cartilage material from in particular human body cavities. 
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Delete line 20 in its entirety and replace with the following: 


if! An endoscopic sample taker according to an embodiment of the present 

ru 

^ invention includes a hollow shank with a distal end and proximal end. A scoop defining a 
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trough is fixedly connected to the distal end of the hollow shank and a handle with an actuating 
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f|I mechanism is connected to the proximal end of the hollow shank. An actuating rod is inserted 
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in the hollow shank and is axially movable therein. The proximal end of the actuating rod is 
releasably connectable to the actuating mechanism. A covering for the trough of the scoop is 
connected to the actuating rod at a distal end of the actuating rod so that the covering is 
displaceable with the actuating rod between a closure position and an open position. The open 
position of the covering allows ingress of the cartilage material to said trough and the closure 
position prevents loss of the cartilage material from the trough. 
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Amend the paragraph beginning on line 22 as follows: 


With this solution cartilage material may be removed without loss thereof in a 
secure and rapid manner from a cartilage location, e.g. from a knee joint of a patient in order 
to be able to be used for obtaining or cultivating new cartilage cell material which then is 
reimplanted at a damaged cartilage location in the body of the patient. After healthy cartilage 
material by way of abrading has reached the trough of the scoop from the desired cartilage 
location the trough by way of advancing the covering according to the invention is closed so 
that separated-off cartilage tissue on withdrawing the sample taker from the body of the patient 
may not get lost. A further advantage of the sample taker according to the invention lies in the 
fact that the covering for the trough of the scoop is arranged at the distal end of the sample 
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tfl taker in an extremely space-saving manner and by way of this demands practically very little 
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Ul space particularly as it is located in the non-operational position in the retracted position in the 
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^ hollow shank. Furthermore it is advantageous that the covering is to be simply manufactured 
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j.y with very low costs. 


On page 4, amend the paragraphs from lines 17 and 27 as follows: 


_ i nven tion is hereinafter described in more detail by way of one embodiment 
example shown in the accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a lateral view of the sample taker according to an embodiment of the 
present invention, 

Fig. 2 is an axial section through the distal end region of the sample taker of 
Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 3 is a part axial section through the sample taker according to Fig. 1. 
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Amend the paragraph beginning on line 32 as follows: 


The sample taker 100 in Figure 1 according to an embodiment of the present 
invention comprises a hollow shank 1 with a scoop 2 which is rigidly and unreleasably fastened 
on a distal end of the hollow shank, and a handling means 3 with an actuating mechanism 4. 
The scoop 2 comprises a spoon-like or shell-like trough 5 for collecting therein cartilage 
material, bone material or similar hard material that is extracted from a body cavity of a living 
being, such as a patient, this material being obtained by way of abrading. For the purpose of 
abrading, the scoop has a sharp edge 2a. In the hollow shank 1 there is located an actuation rod 
a \t 6 on whose distal end there is fastened a tongue-shaped covering 7 for the trough of the scoop 
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p 2 (Figure 2). The material for the covering 7 is preferably thin metal. The covering may have 
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if! a strip-like form and in its covering section have a circumferential shape which corresponds to 
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Ul the circumferential shape or essentially to the circumferential shape of the trough 5. At the 
[* same time it is essential that the trough 5 is sufficiently covered by the covering 7 so that the 


pj gained cartilage material on retracting the sample taker 1 from the body cavity of the patient is 
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M not lost. 


On page 6, amend the paragraphs beginning on lines 9 and 19 as follows: 


The hollow shank 1 with the scoop 2 and the actuation rod 6 with the covering 7 
form a dismountable construction unit which is releasably connected to the handling means 3. 
The handling means 3 comprises a hand grip 11 with a distal sleeve section 12 as a component 
of the actuating mechanism 4. Onto the sleeve section 12 there may be screwed a screw sleeve 
13 in order to fasten the proximal end part 14 of the holding-down device 8 in the sleeve 
section 12. Furthermore a union nut 15 is screwable onto the proximal end of the end 


component 14 in order to fasten the hollow shank 1 on the handling means 3. 


The actuating mechanism 4 comprises further an external cylindrical ring 17 


1. 


arranged axially displaceable on the sleeve section 12 and an inner cylindrical ring 18 rigidly 
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fastened within the sleeve section 12 on the actuation rod 6} as well as a fastening bar 19. The 


bar 19 passes through the rings 17 and 18 as well as an axial elongate hole 20 of the sleeve 
section 12. Furthermore the bar 19 is adjustable according to the double arrow 21. 
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